
Brotique

This manhole I don’t 
like at all because it 
can make me fall off my 
skateboard.

This place I like, 
because I like the view 
of the Lake Geneva. 

Urkesh, 13 years, 
Evian Les Bains, France

Our 
way to 
school

I like the grass, Daisy’s and buttercups. I like the colours 
of them and I pick some every day walking to school.

I don’t like passing underneath the arch way of  old former Stockbridge 
market. I like the arch way though, but after the passage when you 
walk in there are some steps down and on the right it has some 
berries trees and I don’t like when it falls, it is dirty. I don’t like to walk 
on a dirty path especially if some berries were stepped by people 
before me, they look squashy, spread around. 

I like The Brotique Man shop as the name 
Brotique itself is interesting to refer to 
Boutique shop. I find the moustache picture is 
also funny. I might have a moustache when I 
am bigger someday. This is one of the shop 
I pass on my way to school.

I like the sticky willy 
and flowers.

I like sunny blue skies!

I don’t like the dog poo bins because 
they smell and aren’t emptied enough.

I don’t like stingy nettles.

I don’t like cigarette 
butts on the streets.

Abigail, 5 years, Paisley, Scotland

Angus, 3 years, Edinburgh, Scotland

Ashoka, 10 years, 
Edinburgh, Scotland

Daniel, 10 years, 
Edinburgh, Scotland

Alex, 9 years, Edinburgh, Scotland

I like the canal and the boats but also having no 
parents there to nag me.

I don’t like traffic noise 
on my way to school.
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I like on my way to school and back to our house:
See all different types of dogs and cats and plants.
In the spring I can pick up a lot of dandelions and daisies and 
see how much a fi r tree has grown.
I like to play on our playground and to meet my friends there 
after school.
In the winter we have a nice little hill where we can go sledging 
and there is no dangerous road nearby.

I do NOT like dog poo because if you step in it, 
it can get everywhere.

I like seeing the school and 
the church from a distance.

I like fi nding change in the parking 
meter, once I found £3 in it.

I don’t like on my way to school and back to our house:
• When I can’t walk next to Mummy because bushes make 

the path smaller.
• I can easily hurt myself on plants with thorns growing 

over the path.

I like the lollypop lady because she always has 
a big smile and a bold “hallo” waiting for me.

I dislike seeing bird poop 
under the lamppost.

I always ride my bike to nursery 
when it isn’t raining. I love 
seeing the horses on the fi elds, 
the forest and the sunshine.

I don’t like the fact that it is 
raining at the end of June.

Elinor, 5 years, Miskin, Wales Fergus, 7 years, Edinburgh, Scotland

Ingrid, 8 3/4 years, 
Milngavie, Scotland

Izabella, 11 years, Edinburgh, Scotland

Jakob, 5 years, 
Neuhaag, Germany

I live in a dead-end street and our friend lives in a house 
at the end. They sometimes let me take a short cut to 
school through their house which is a guest house.

I don’t like naughty people’s rubbish.

I love scootering to school.

Cars keep coming out across a pavement 
from a nursery. You can’t see the car coming.

I like the tracks. We go 
down them as trains.

I hate the busy road and cars.

Magnus, 8 years, Edinburgh, Scotland

Max, 3 years, Ayr, Scotland

Mia, 6 years, Edinburgh, Scotland
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I dislike on my walk to school a piece of 
litter because it is bad for the environment.

I like on my walk to school the long 
grass and the fourth rail bridge 
because it is a very nice view.

Finn, 8 years, Dunfermline, Scotland

We live on a farm in Aesch, a small town 
about 12km south of Basel in Switzerland. 
I like the farm very much because we have 
so much space to play outside. The farm 
itself is not directly in the town but 2,5km 
away on a hilltop. The road to school is 
very beautiful and leads though fi elds and 
meadows and passes the sport grounds. 

There are so 
many cars you 

can’t fi nd a safe 
place to cross the road, 

and when you do, the cars are blocking your view.

Since it is so far away, my mum has to 
drive us to school everyday and has to pick 
is up again. I don’t like that. I would like to 
go by bike. I am looking forward going by 
bike one day. 

We regularly see 
four cats and this 
is one of them.

Ilja & Malin, 8 & 5 1/2 years, Aesch, Switzerland

Mathilda, 10 years, 
Edinburgh, Scotland

What I don’t like about my way to school is that it 
is still dark when I have to wake up.

I like this tree, I think it’s 
the Magic Faraway Tree.

What I like about my way to school are the amazing sun 
rises that we see when we arrive at school.

I don’t like the 
smelly cars.

Mo, 8 years, Cape Town, South Africa

Oscar, 4 years, Ayr, Scotland

Likes
The children’s most liked features along their way are not colourful play equipment or 
playful surface markings, but are surprisingly simple: 
• Plants (colourful fl owers, long grass or a magic tree)
• Views over the landscape towards specifi c features (church, nice buildings, landmarks)
• The open sky (with an amazing sunrise)
Specifi c features along their way are also of importance to the children:
• Meeting at the post box (used as a marker)
• As a point of interest (the canal with its boats)
• Activities (playing trains on drainage channel)
Accessible routes (short-cut to school) and spaces for activities such as a grassy fi eld for 
a play with friends get also a mention. Another important element seems to be personal 
contact, a friendly exchange with the neighbour’s cat or the lollipop lady/man.

Don’t likes
The most common ‘dislike’ along their way to school is traffi c and everything that comes 
with it: Obscured views, busy junctions, unsafe crossings and noise. Traffi c was closely 
followed by unsightly and dirty streets; due to poo, litter or broken fences.

Interestingly the ‘don’t likes’ can be summarised in short as: traffi c and unsightly streets, 
whereas the ‘likes’ feature quite a range of themes with all of them arguably, very 
important for good town planning, urban realm and place making: Routes for circulation, 
spaces for activities, views and landmarks to connect and recognise, plants/features to 
bring variation, interest and colour to our urban open spaces and contact to bring life into 
the public realm and to activate them. All these are principles taught at university, but 
often compromised by budgets, programmes and politics. Is it time to listen more to our 
children?

This is what 
I like about my 

way to school - I have 
NO roads to cross! I just walk 

round the pavement. Nothing I don’t like as 
it’s a 3 minute walk.
Ruadhan, 14 years, Edinburgh, Scotland

At UrbanPioneers we are interested in how people 
view and perceive their surroundings, how much 
attention is paid to what’s going on around them 
and how it affects them. Do people notice falling 
leaves being swirled around by the wind? Does it 
make them smile or is it perceived as a nuisance?  
What about puddles or the pretty post box?
We also like to undertake playful, participatory 
research investigating views on our open spaces 
and challenging our own perceptions of how we 
think the public is actually using the space.  What 
is important when it comes to public space?

We were looking for an open-minded audience, 
who are interested in the ‘amenity’ of space 
regardless of budgets, technical concerns, 
practicalities and political agendas or design 
guides and inspirations.  So we decided to ask the 
children.  The results are somewhat surprising.

First we prepared postcards to explore likes 
and don’t likes on the children’s way to school; 
an every day public space, which they use 
and interact with on a daily basis.  In return we 
received photos and descriptions from 28 pupils in 
Scotland, Wales, Germany, France, Switzerland 
and South Africa.  The children ranged from the 
age of 3-14 years, half of them 8-10 years old and 
with an equal gender split.
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Traffic

I like the cornflowers along 
the woodland edge.

I don’t like the big brown dog in my 
neighbour’s garden, who puts his 
paws onto the fence and barks at me.

Patrizia, 5 years, Spardorf, Germany

This is dog poo lane which I don’t like 
because we have to dodge all the poo in 
the way.

I do not like the road because it is busy, 
noisy,smelly and not very nice to cross.

The photo of what 
I like on my walk to 

school is all the long 
grass that grows just 
next to my school. I 

like it because when 
I walk through it the 

grass tickles my legs.

I like Davie our lollipop man 
because I can cross the road 
here myself with him.

I don’t like the cars parked along the side 
of the road as they obscure my view.

This is the grassy which I 
do like because it is a big 
grassy space in the middle 
of all the houses I like to 
play there with my friends.

I like the post box because this is where 
I meet my friend on the walk to school.

The photo of what I dislike 
on my walk to school is a 
broken/damaged fence. 
I dislike it because if you 
were to walk into the fence 
it would probably hurt you.

I don’t like this roundabout because I 
can’t see the cars coming round it to 
cross the road.

I like those beautiful flowers in this garden.

Rosie, 10 years, Glasgow, Scotland
Ruby, 11 years, Milngavie, Scotland

Skye, 10 years, 
Dunfermline, Scotland

Sophie, 9 years, Ayr, Scotland

Victoria, 8 years, Spardorf, Germany
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I like on my way to school and back to our house:
• It is a quiet area.
• The gardens with lots of different flowers are 

looking very nice.
• Sometimes a cat is waiting around the corner 

and is very friendly.
• On a very nice day we have a beautiful view 

over the fields towards the valleys.

I don’t like on my way to school 
and back to our house:
• When the path is not looked 

after and bushes reduce the 
space of the walking area.

• There are bushes with thorns 
which can hurt children and 
babies in the pushchairs.

• Our playground is not exciting 
enough for children my age 
and older.

Anton, 8 years, Miskin, Wales
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